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HOW TO APPLY

Applications to WKGS 6" Form are made through Applicaa, an
online application platform.

Current WKGS students

Information, Advice & Guidance meetings will be held with a
member of SLT in November and January. You will be able to
ask any questions that you have about your application and we
can discuss subject choices.

External students SCAN HERE
Once you apply, you will be invited to an application meeting or Vvisit
with one of the Sixth Form Team. We will discuss your Wkgs applicaa com

application and find out more about you. Later in the academic
year we will have opportunities for you to come into school
and meet other external applicants and get to know us a bit
better before you start in September.
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fine art

This is a highly creative and exciting course through which you will
develop a portfolio of work to support a degree or career in
architecture, fine art or any other design-related discipline. Students
engage in a wide range of artistic tasks across drawing, painting,
mixed media, sculpture, installation, photography and printmaking.

You will be encouraged to broaden your artistic skills through a
series of workshops which will help you to work independently,
developing your own ideas whilst investigating a wide range of
traditional and contemporary artists. There will be opportunities to
visit art galleries and exhibitions throughout the course.

SCAN HERE

Mrs E Portbury AQA Grade 6 in Art-related GCSE course
eportbury@wkgs.net



choose

art graphics

graphics industry offers many exciting careers and this

e will give you in-depth exposure to the different aspects
phic communication. You will develop skills and

anding across a variety of visual disciplines, studying the
ontemporary artists and designers.

d designs will be produced using both traditional
ologies. If you enjoy being creative and

r own design work, this course will enable you
que portfolio of highly-original final pieces.

SCAN HERE

EXAM BOARD ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Mrs E Portbury AQA Grade 6 in Art-related GCSE course
eportbury@wkgs.net



art textile design

This is a dynamic course through which you will develop a
creative portfolio of work to support a degree or career in textile
design, fashion design or any other design-related discipline. The
syllabus is fashion-based in Year 12, making this an ideal
qualification if you have an interest in fashion and textile design.

You will be introduced to a variety of experiences as you explore
a range of textile and fashion techniques. If you enjoy being
creative and developing your own design work, this course
enables you to produce highly original final pieces and gain a
deeper understanding of contemporary artists and designers.

Mrs E Portbury AQA Grade 6 in Art-related GCSE course
eportbury@wkgs.net



ogy is the study of living things, reflecting the complexity of life
the atoms and molecules of biochemistry to the interactions of
1s of organisms in ecology. If you have a genuine interest and
asm for the world around you, biology could be the course for

) a firm scientific foundation, developing practical, analytical
olving skills through regular practical work. These skills
hroughout life and highly sought-after by universities

SCAN HERE

TEACHING CONTACT EXAM BOARD ENTRY REQUIREMENTS )
AQA Grade 6 in GCSE Biology or in

Combined Science, and Maths.
AS offered.




business

Students taking this course should have a deep interest in the
world of business and the events which shape it, from
consumer trends to government intervention. A natural
curiosity and desire to learn about the mechanics of business is
essential.

Topics we will study include ethical business choices, problem-
solving through critical analysis and understanding how
entrepreneurial approaches can help to solve the needs and
wants of modern society. We will be investigating the global
strategies of multinational corporations and the importance of
careful financial management.

SCAN HERE

Mr E McWilliams Edexcel Grade 6 in GCSE Maths
emcwilliams@wkgs.net



choose

chemistry

emistry shapes our world. Medicines, materials that allow us to
unicate electronically and the clothes we wear, all demonstrate
istry’s power to improve our lives. It helps us to develop solutions
big challenges we face - for example, chemists identified the
eenhouse gases in climate change, and developed drugs for
untreatable diseases.

a genuine interest and enthusiasm for the world around you,
Id be the course for you. You will gain a firm scientific

ht-after by universities and employers. Ch

TEACHING CONTACT EXAM BOARD ENTRY REQUIREMENTS .
AQA Grade 6 in GCSE Chemistry or in

Combined Science, and Maths.
AS offered. 7



computer science

Computer science is a modern, exciting subject which
encourages students to think creatively, logically and
critically whilst developing advanced problem-solving skills.
This is the course for you if you are passionate about
computers and want to learn about programming,
computer architecture, networks and many other areas.

You will develop a working knowledge of the technologies
and principles behind modern computer systems,
developing transferrable skills such as analysis, critical
thinking and problem-solving. You will learn to code in
industry standard languages such as Python, PHP, SQL and

JavaScript.
Mr A Fitzgerald OCR Grade 6 in Computing GCSE or Grade 6 in
afitzgerald@wkgs.net Maths and keen interest in programming

and computing technologies.



choose .
economics

onomics is the study of how societies, governments, businesses,
seholds and individuals make choices and allocate their scarce
ces. Many of the world’s most significant social problems
economic dimension. Students taking this course should
investigative and enquiring mind.

bate global issues, explore and present alternative
ction, keep up to date with economic trends, and
, hational and international economic and business
The study of economics is an excellent way to
-solving skills and develop a logical, ordered way

1 ._| :
=" | I-'Is

SCAN HERE

TEACHING CONTACT EXAM BOARD ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Edexcel Grade 6 in GCSE Maths




english language

Language is woven into every aspect of our lives. It connects us
all and helps to define our identity and relationships with others.
Language has a fascinating and colourful history and its uses (and
abuses) can create fierce, passionate debate.

Many of us never stop and take notice of language, so we are not
always aware of its importance: the words and grammar we use
have a direct influence on our thoughts and actions, and even on
what we believe is real.

By studying English Language in depth, you will develop critical
awareness and gain invaluable communication and analytical

SCANHERE o=

skills for your future working life.

Mrs L McConechy AQA Grade 6 in GCSE English Language
Imcconechy@wkgs.net



choose

english literature

ou enjoy reading across a wide range of literature, then this could be the
rse for you. Studying novels, plays and poetry feeds the imagination, helping
o formulate new perspectives and ideas whilst challenging your beliefs and

be encouraged to fully engage with texts and think critically and

y about what you are reading. You will learn how to formulate your

s and interpretations, and how to communicate these ideas

ot just in essays and exams, but during class discussions which make
of the course.

1 Literature develops your written and verbal communication
o use words to your advantage and to think and respond SCAN HERE
ts might go on to university to study a range of related

ory, sociology, psychology, drama, theatre studies or law.

TEACHING CONTACT EXAM BOARD ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Edugas Grade 6 in GCSE English Literature

11



extended project =

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) An EPQ is an opportunity to
extend your abilities beyond your chosen A-level subjects by
embarking on a largely self-directed project.

You will choose a topic which interests you, plan, research and
develop your idea and decide on your finished product (which is
usually a 5,000-word essay). The EPQ will help you to develop
research and presentation skills which will prove invaluable at
university and beyond.

Mr M Howell AQA Grade 5 in GCSE English &
mhowell@wkgs.net Maths



choose

fashion & textiles

course provides a greater emphasis on all aspects of fashion and is relevant
ernationally recognised design courses at universities and careers in the
and textile industries. A 50% academic element covers materials and

ial applications, preparing you for further study or apprenticeships in

h as marketing, product development and textiles engineering.

on and Textiles is a creative and thought-provoking qualification

guip you with both design and manufacturing skills alongside
owledge, whilst increasing confidence in your abilities. A GCSE in
ogy is the best foundation for A-level study (along with a genuine
ability and good manufacturing skills), however we will also

ons from interested students who have not specialised in

TEACHING CONTACT EXAM BOARD ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
AQA Grade 6 in GCSE Textiles and /or keen
interest in Textiles and strong manufacturing

skills. 13



film studies

Film plays an important role in society. Over the decades it has grown as a
powerful vehicle for culture, education, leisure and propaganda. Film
Studies deals with various theoretical, historical, and critical approaches to
films.

This course is ideal for students who want to explore how and why films
are made. Through exposure to a wide range of film-making processes and
techniques, you will develop technical and creative skills that will help you
to construct and deconstruct films. Coursework allows you to experiment
with a variety of film-making technology and editing software.

You will be expected to think independently and expand your knowledge
outside of the classroom by reading about and watching films. This course
will help you to develop a wide range of transferable skills including visual
and verbal communication, analysis and problem solving. Students can go vt
on to study film, TV or media at university, leading to a range of careers in

the media and creative industries.

Mrs Jefferies Edugas Grade 5 in GCSE English
gjefferies@wkgs.net Literature or Language



choose

french

e ability to speak a second language is a huge advantage in the world of work. Careers in
iness, politics, education, travel, fashion and media all benefit from the knowledge of
ther language. In addition, science, technology and medical courses recognise and value
iversity of skills and aptitude for learning demonstrated by A level linguists.

y is a language great for career choices, but the French language and francophone
at the heart of art, music, theatre, dance, fashion, cuisine and sport.

ench will open doorways to countries and cultures around the world. There are
lion French-speakers globally, 62% of whom live in Africa. French is an official

32 states and governments. According to the French government website, it is
idely spoken language worldwide and the 4th most used language on the

ws students to build on their GCSE language, developing their }
ar and vocabulary and also introduces topics that provide a greater e
ophone world. History, politics, music, media, education, immigration S
all studied and complement a range of other A level subjects.

TEACHING CONTACT EXAM BOARD ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Edexcel Grade 6 in GCSE French

15



further mathematics

This course will help you to develop a thorough understanding of
further maths and the ability to use it in a variety of contexts. You will
be taught to use appropriate technology to deepen mathematical
understanding and extend the range of problems you can solve.

The first two papers will examine challenging calculus methods,
differential equations, coordinate systems, numerical methods and
vectors. The second two papers will provide the opportunity to attempt
questions using a variety of techniques taught on topics such as Poisson
distribution, hypothesis testing, chi squared tests, algorithms and graph
theory, linear programming and critical path analysis.

SCAN HERE

Mrs E Haddley Edexcel Grade 8 in GCSE Maths
ehaddley@wkgs.net Students will take the AS exam at the
end of Y12



choose

geography

seography is an academically-robust subject which spans the social and physical
iences whilst promoting a lifelong interest and fascination in how the world works.
Russell Group of universities recognise A-level Geography as one of their
rred ‘facilitating subjects’, which supports an application into a wide range of
graduate courses.

we have an excellent tradition of developing students who either go on to
in geography or use it to support future choices. Degrees and careers are
aried - past students have combined A-level geography with the sciences
tudy medicine, veterinary, dentistry, geophysics and beyond!

A-level geography students have gone on to study economics, town
anning, landscape architecture, law, product design, fashion, business
d tourism. Available as an arts or science degree, geography has a
graduate employment rates (Guardian newspaper). The skills you
rse fit well into many careers, plus our field trip experiences are SCAN HERE o

TEACHING CONTACT EXAM BOARD ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Edexcel Grade 6 in GCSE Geography

17



german

Our A-level course provides you with an exciting opportunity to build
on your previous study of German - a fascinating, fun subject that can
lead to a range of career possibilities.

Through social, intellectual, historical, political and cultural themes you
will develop your linguistic knowledge and understanding of the
countries and communities where German is spoken. An opportunity
to study literature and film will support a deeper analysis of language
structures and increase your cultural awareness as part of an
integrated approach to learning.

A strong focus is placed on building confidence and fluency in spoken
German using relevant and topical themes. The requirement to
research an area of personal interest related to German-speaking
countries or communities will enhance your cultural appreciation and
enable you to gain a greater awareness of intercultural differences.

Mrs D Wiseman Edexcel Grade 6 in GCSE German
dwiseman@wkgs.net



choose

history

nderstanding past events and people and their significance gives us a better
ight into the world around us today. Whilst studying history allows us to
from the past, it is also an investment in your future, encouraging
pendence and equipping you with transferable skills. These include being
0 communicate complex ideas, the ability to research, analyse and

e information, and the capacity to make substantiated judgements. The
ocuses on the study of modern British history and Russian history
-1964. It also includes enrichment history opportunities such as a
don as well as close links to the University of Liverpool.

xarded as a ‘facilitating subject’ by the Russell Group universities,
hat it can lead to a wide range of options for degree study. As a
qualification, A-level history is an excellent pathway to degrees
aw, English and philosophy, and to a range of interesting

TEACHING CONTACT EXAM BOARD ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
AQA Grade 5 in GCSE History

19



mathematics

Maths provides you with transferable skills that are extremely
useful in any career. These include analytical thinking, problem
solving, investigating problems and presenting solutions logically,
handling and interpreting data and forming and communicating
ideas.

Maths is a highly-credible qualification, however the choice of this
subject for A-level should also be because you like maths and
enjoy the challenge of solving number and logic puzzles. There is a
great deal of emphasis on problem-solving, reasoning and
modelling.

SCANHERE —

Mrs E Haddley Edexcel Grade 7 in GCSE Maths
ehaddley@wkgs.net



choos.e
MUusSIC

evel Music stands out as a rigorous academic subject that also

ures creativity and personal expression. It develops a broad range of
including critical thinking, musical analysis, essay writing, and
endent study, alongside practical abilities in performance and
sition. This balance makes it both intellectually challenging and
fulfilling.

2hly regarded by universities and employers for its academic
e transferable skills it fosters, such as discipline, teamwork,
intelligence. It complements a wide variety of subjects,

d Sciences to English, History and Languages. It will open
any different careers and fields of study.

SCAN HERE

TEACHING CONTACT EXAM BOARD ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
AQA Grade 6 in GCSE Music or a minimum of
Grade 5 instrumental/vocal exam plus Grade 5

theory. 2 1



religious studies

A-Level Religious Studies is divided into three areas of study: philosophy;
religion & ethics, and religious thought.

What is the meaning and purpose of life? How do different religions, cultures
and philosophies understand the human predicament? If you enjoy discussion
and would like to explore some of the key philosophical, religious and ethical
issues of human existence, then this is the subject for you.

You should be interested in the world around you and be able to make links with
what you are studying and how it has an impact in the ‘real world’. Classes
involve plenty of discussion and debate and you will be encouraged to share
your own ideas whilst listening to and respecting the views of others. You will
develop critical evaluation and analysis skills which you will put into practice
during discussions and in essay-writing.

This course will provide you with excellent transferable skills, including essay
writing, debating and the ability to appreciate other viewpoints. Such skills are
really useful in a range of university degrees involving critical thinking and
discussion e.g. humanities, English and psychology.

Mrs L Wakefield OCR Grade 6 in GCSE RS (if taken) or another
Iwakefield@wkgs.net Humanities subject



choose

physical education

is course will give you a fantastic insight into the amazing world
ports performance. You will have the chance to perform and
as you develop a wide-ranging knowledge of the how and
physical activity and professional sport.

pination of physical performance and academic challenge
ou with an exciting learning opportunity. Physical
studied through a range of contexts - you will learn
hy we do things, and why some people outperform
and physically. You will delve into the ethical use
enhancing drugs and the influence of modern

TEACHING CONTACT EXAM BOARD ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
OCR Grade 6 in GCSE Physical Education

23



physics

This course will suit any student who wishes to develop their interest and enthusiasm
in the physics of all that is around them. It will provide a firm scientific foundation for
those wanting to make their mark in the world of science and technology in the
future. Studying A-level physics does not restrict your options - it expands them.

A-level physics is a mixture of conceptual thinking and very practical applications. You
need to be able to think about abstract ideas such as fields, but be able to apply those
ideas to how, for instance, electric motors work. You will learn about everything from
kinematics to relativity, and recent developments in fascinating areas such as particle
physics. Getting accurate results from experiments requires practice and competence
in the use of lab equipment. Calculations are an important part of A-level physics so
you will need to be comfortable with algebra. At the same time, descriptive work
requires you to communicate clearly.

If you are interested in the limits of space, the beginning of time and everything in
between, this is the subject for you. Physics is more than a subject - it trains your
brain to think beyond boundaries!

SCAN HERE

Mrs A Hood OCR Grade 6 in GCSE Physics or in Combined
ahood@wkgs.net Science, and grade 6 in Maths GCSE.



choose

politics

nest Benn described politics as “the art of looking for trouble, finding it whether it
ists or not, diagnosing it incorrectly, and applying the wrong remedies.’

apidly changing and increasingly unpredictable world, studying politics has never
nore relevant or interesting. This is a great course if you have an enquiring mind
esire to find out what is going on in the world today and why. The curriculum
broad spectrum of political themes, including UK politics and UK Government,
eas that have shaped our world, and US politics.

volves a lot of discussion and debate, so is ideal for those who enjoy

ent affairs. You will be expected to stay abreast of the political landscape
newspapers and TV programmes, and you will need to engage in

ning to increase your knowledge of politics past and present.

you with many of the skills required for university study. Some -
on to work in the political sphere, while other popular career options SCAN HERE

TEACHING CONTACT EXAM BOARD ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Edexcel Grade 6 in any Humanities GCSE

25



product design

If you have an interest in design and manufacturing, enjoy designing and making
products and like learning about new and emerging technologies, then this is the
course for you. You should enjoy working independently or as part of a team to
develop design ideas, and have an enquiring mind to help you experiment and
manipulate materials in the workshop or CAD CAM suite. This course includes
external visits to local manufacturing businesses, university enrichment opportunities
and a design tour.

Product design helps students take a broad view of design and technology, develop
their capacity to design and make products and appreciate the complex relations
between design, materials, manufacture and marketing. This creative and thought-
provoking qualification will equip you with the practical skills, theoretical knowledge
and confidence to succeed in a number of careers, especially those in the creative and
STEM industries. You will gain a real insight into what it means to be a designer,
together with knowledge and skills sought by universities and employers.

Mr J Ford AQA Grade 6 in GCSE Design and Technology is desirable,
iford k t however it is not essential that you have studied Technology
Jford@wkgs.ne at GCSE level. Alternatively, you should have studied subjects

such as physics, chemistry, art and maths and must have a
real desire and enthusiasm to study the subject.



choose

psychology

pu are human and yet, chances are, you have learnt very little about the

kings of the human mind, the organ that governs your every perception and
ation. Psychology focuses on the science of the mind, behaviour and

ience. It looks at how individuals think, how they behave and how they are
d by their biological make-up and wider social groups.

ntific subject builds on skills developed in traditional sciences and

5 and enables progression into a wide range of other subjects. Besides
fundamentals of psychology, you will develop skills valued by

d employers, including critical analysis, independent thinking and

s a number of core approaches to psychology which underpin
tanding and application of the subject. You will study issues
scientific study of contemporary psychology, and master the
mathematical skills required to carry out research activities.

SCAN HERE

TEACHING CONTACT EXAM BOARD ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
AQA Grade 5 in GCSE Sciences, Maths &
English

27



spanish

This course allows you to build on the grammatical and linguistic
knowledge gained at GCSE, developing your understanding of the
diverse culture and language of the Spanish-speaking world.

Choosing A-level Spanish is a smart move if you want a fascinating
subject that offers a range of career possibilities and a lot of fun along
the way. It is now possible to do almost any degree with a language
combination, and Spanish is a ‘facilitating’ subject which keeps your
future options wide open.

Studying Spanish at West Kirby Grammar School offers you a flexible
timetable and smaller classes which means that all teaching is tailored
to meet your needs. Our highly-experienced, specialist teachers work
in partnership with you, supporting your learning every step of the

way. SCAN HERE

Mrs D Wiseman AQA Grade 6 in GCSE in Spanish
dwiseman@wkgs.net



choose

theatre studies

eatre studies is an exciting, varied and challenging course. The skills that
will develop will be with you for life - whatever area you choose to

e. You will explore ideas on performance, design, history, literature,
and art, and consider how theatre can be used in society to

e our ideas.

performing or designing - then this is the course for you. If you
y for yourself, taking risks and experimenting - then this is the
u. You will have opportunities to see live theatre, take part in
ts, participate in workshops with professionals from theatre,
taff who are passionate and knowledgeable about their (OE¥Y 10|
Ic
&
L

theatre studies if you have an interest in theatre,
re, creative thinking, human behaviour - LIFE!

TEACHING CONTACT EXAM BOARD ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

AQA GCSE Drama Level 5 is preferred, however a
genuine interest in theatre is more important
than your experience 29
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